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0 There is increasing frequency and intensity of natural disasters, such as 
hurricanes, floods and droughts. There has been a large rise in the number 
of disasters and the number of people affected / on average 250 million 
people each year. Examples of recent high profile disasters include:

0 2003 European heatwave, which killed over 35,000 people

0 2005 devastating Atlantic hurricanes, including Katrina and Wilma, the 
most powerful Atlantic storm ever recorded

Our thinking on climate change

most powerful Atlantic storm ever recorded

0 2007 massive floods in Asia and Africa, as well as the UK.



However, climate change is not only about high-profile, sudden-impact natural 

disasters. There will also be a much higher number of less visible, medium-scale 

disasters and changing local environmental conditions (eg, coastal erosion), which will 

have broad, longer-term physical, social and economic impacts.

0 Climate change is likely to increase vector-borne diseases, 

0 Rainfall patterns are changing, and farmers can no longer plant or harvest their 

crops as they used to. 

Our thinking on climate change
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Disaster risk reduction and resilience
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Disaster risk reduction and resilience



So what are we doing?

0 In countries across South Asia, the Caribbean and Africa, the British Red Cross is 

supporting the work of sister national societies in a number of ways including 
hurricane and flood preparedness work, food security and community health. Much 
of this work will help communities adapt to new climate related hazards.

0�Bangladesh

> The value of risk reduction could not be clearer. 

> The key point however, is sharing knowledge about risk reduction and resilience 

that could be applied to areas where extreme weather events could become more 
frequent as a result of global warming
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Other programmes

0 UK / biggest post-war operation during last year9s summer floods.

0 Kenya / in 2007, started a livelihoods programme to support farming and 
fishing families who had been hit by floods.

0 Netherlands / advocated for a national heat wave plan, which came into 
effect in 2007

0�Tuvalu / part of working group with government and NGOs to promote 
awareness and take action against rising sea levels. Planted trees to avoid awareness and take action against rising sea levels. Planted trees to avoid 
coastal erosion

0�The Red Cross Climate Change Centre was established in the Netherlands in 
2002 to lead the Movement in adapting to climate change, especially National 
Societies in developing countries. climatecentre.org



Climate adaptation in a Scottish Context

0�We have already responded to increased flooding, both in the summer floods 
of 2007, and in Northern Scotland. 
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0 Plans are in place to  extend �community resilience� projects in three 
communities in Flotta, Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre on the Orkney Islands and 
Waternish on Skye that have self-identified themselves as vulnerable. Previous 
projects have been piloted on Glenelg and the Island of Foula, one of 
Scotland9s remotest inhabited islands. These will primarily involve providing 
local communities with first aid/emergency medical equipment, survival 
equipment and training people in first aid and survival/coping techniques. 

Climate adaptation in a Scottish Context
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0 As a result of this, the people hit hardest by the effects of climate change are 
the world9s most vulnerable / the elderly, sick and poorest people in the poorest 
countries

0 �����
�	�5�����	�
����������������������������	������,����� ��������
��
���9	������������
��
��

Summary

> If we do not adapt and build 
community  resilience to potential 
disasters, we will see more vulnerable 
people who do not have the ability to 
withstand emergencies or recover 
quickly.
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Summary

ii. Climate change being a major threat to food 
security, particularly in Africa, and this will need to 
be addressed in food-security programmes, both be addressed in food-security programmes, both 
through enhanced relief and better prevention.

> Research by the Intergovernmental Panel of 
Climate Change shows that droughts may last 
longer, flooding more severe, hurricanes more 
intense



Conclusion:   Solutions

0 Solutions to climate change are not just about changing light bulbs or adopting new 
technologies. 

0 Working on the land places women are at the forefront of environmental changes. 
They are among the first to see the impact of droughts or insect invasions. They 
know what they need in order to protect their livelihoods and families. 

0 The solution to climate change is as much about communication and participation 
as it is about science. To help ordinary people survive the effects of climate change, 
they need to be able to share practical information, and to be involved at all stages of 
programme development and implementation. 



Some positive news

Bevita Dwi Meidityawati Disaster Preparedness 
Coordinator, PMI 

(Indonesian Red Cross)

In 2003, PMI introduced a five-year programme 
in four districts of Indonesia. Communities 
identified potential risks to their lives and 
livelihoods and compiled action plans, integrated 
with the government’s development strategies. 
These included planting mangroves to break storm These included planting mangroves to break storm 
waves and prevent erosion, as well as 
constructing a health post and a safe water supply.

“Perhaps we have been addressing climate 
change, only before we didn’t recognise it”. 



Thank you

Visit:

climatecentre.org

redcross.org.uk

Alison Bunting
Public Affairs Officer
abunting@redcross.org.uk



1. Initial comments or questions

2. Questions for the group

Do we need to coordinate messaging on 
adaptation and disaster preparedness?

Discussion

adaptation and disaster preparedness?

What messages do we need to send and to 
whom, both here in the UK and internationally?

What value, if any, can NIDOS add to that of its 
constituent members in making that happen? 


